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What can learners do after achieving A2 Key for Schools? 

 

Typical abilities Reading and Writing Listening and Speaking 

 

Overall general 

abilities 

• can understand straightforward 
information within a known area 

• can complete forms and write short, 
simple letters or postcards related to 
personal information 

• can understand simple questions and 
instructions 

• can express simple opinions or 
requirements in a familiar context 

 

Study 

• can understand the general meaning 
of a simplified textbook or article, 
reading very slowly 

• can write a very short, simple narrative 
or description 

• can understand basic instructions on 
class time, dates and room numbers 

• can express simple opinions using 
expressions such as ‘I don’t agree’ 

 

 

Social & tourist 

• can understand straightforward 
information on food, standard menus, 
road signs and messages on automatic 
cash machines 

• can complete most forms related to 
personal information 

 

• can understand straightforward 
directions, provided that these are not 
lengthy or complex 

• can express likes and dislikes in familiar 
contexts using simple language 
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What can learners do after achieving B1 Preliminary for Schools? 

 

Typical abilities Reading and Writing Listening and Speaking 

 

Overall general 

abilities 

• can understand routine information 
and articles. 

• can write letters or make notes on 
familiar or predictable matters. 

• can understand straightforward 
instructions or public announcements. 

• can express simple opinions on 
abstract/cultural matters in a limited 
way. 

 

Study 

 

• can understand most information of a 
factual nature in his/her study area. 

• can take basic notes in a lecture. 

• can understand instructions on 
classes and assignments given by a 
teacher or lecturer. 

• can take part in a seminar or tutorial 
using simple language. 

 

 

Social & tourist 

• can understand factual articles in 
newspapers, routine letters from hotels 
and letters expressing personal 
opinions. 

• can write letters on a limited range of 
predictable topics related to personal 
experience. 

 

• can identify the main topic of a 
news broadcast on TV if there is a 
strong visual element. 

• can ask for information about 
accommodation and travel. 
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What can learners do after achieving B2 First for Schools? 

 

Typical abilities Reading and Writing Listening and Speaking 

 

Overall general 

abilities 

• can scan texts for relevant information. 
• can make notes while someone is 

talking, or write a letter including non-
standard requests. 

• can follow a talk on a familiar topic. 
• can keep up a conversation on a 

fairly wide range of topics. 

 

Social & tourist 

• can read the media for information 
quickly and with good understanding. 

• can express opinions and give reasons. 

• can ask for clarification and further 
information, and is likely to 
understand the answer. 

• can keep up a conversation on a 
fairly wide range of topics. 

 

 

Study 

• can make simple notes that are of 
reasonable use for essay or revision 
purposes, capturing the most important 
points. 

• can present arguments, using a limited 
range of expression (vocabulary, 
grammatical structures). 

 

• can answer predictable or factual 
questions. 

• can check that all instructions are 
understood. 

 

Work 

• can understand the general meaning of 
nonroutine letters and understand most 
of the content. 

• can write a simple report of a factual 
nature and begin to evaluate, advise, etc. 

• can ask for factual information and 
understand the answer. 

• can express own opinion and 
express arguments to a limited 
extent. 
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What can learners do after achieving C1 Advanced? 

 

Typical abilities Reading and Writing Listening and Speaking 

 

Overall general 

abilities 

• can read quickly enough to cope with an 
academic course. 

• can take reasonably accurate notes in 
meetings or write a piece of work which 
shows an ability to communicate. 

 can contribute effectively to meetings 
and seminars within own area of work 
or keep up a casual conversation with 
a good degree of fluency, coping with 
abstract expressions. 

 

Study 

• can scan texts for relevant information, 

and grasp main topic of text. 

• can write a piece of work whose 

message can be followed throughout. 

• can follow up questions by probing for 

more detail. 

• can make critical remarks/express 

disagreement without causing offence. 

 

Work 

• can understand the general meaning of 

more complex articles without serious 

misunderstanding. 

• can write a report that communicates 

the desired message. 

• can follow discussion and argument 
with only occasional need for 
clarification, employing good 
compensation strategies to overcome 
inadequacies. 

• can deal with unpredictable questions. 

 

 

Social & tourist 

• can understand complex 

opinions/arguments as expressed in 

serious newspapers. 

• can write most letters they are likely to 

be asked to do; such errors as occur will 

not prevent understanding of the 

message. 

• can pick up nuances of meaning 

/opinion. 

• can keep up conversations of a 

casual nature for an extended period 

of time and discuss abstract/cultural 

topics with a good degree of fluency 

and range of expression. 

8 


